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AMENDMENT 



In response to the Office Action mailed April 18, 2002, please amend the.above- 
identified application as follows: 
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Please amend claim 7 as illustrated in the attachment titled "Marked-Up Claim" to 
read as follows: 




7. (Amended) A semiconductor device, comprising: 

(A) a vertical power component having a'^rminal formed by a substrate of a first 
conductivity type; / 

(B) a control circuit, isolated from the substrate by an isolation region of a second 
conductivity type; and 

(C) a protection structure^ainst polarity inversion of a substrate potential, comprising: 
(i) a first bipolar^transistor having an emitter connected to said isolation region 



and a collector connected to a reference potential input of the integrated circuit; 

(ii) a bias circuit that biases the first bipolar transistor in a reverse saturation mode 
when the substrate is at a potential higher than a reference potential; and 



